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TO THE 


MOURNING FAMILY, CHURCH, AND CONGREGATION, 
STATEDLY MEETING FOR WORSHIP IN 


NEW BROAD STREET: 


THE FOLLOWING 


; SERMON AND ADDRESS, 
AS A 
TESTIMONY OF THEIR GREAT REGARD TO THEM, 
AND TO 
THE MEMORY OF THEIR LATE VENERABLE 


5 PASTOR AND MINISTER, 


ARE MOST AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED 


BY THEIR FAITHFUL FRIENDS AND SERVANTS, 


THE AUTHORS. 


A 


FUNERAL SERMON, &c. 


ISAIAH XXVII. 16. 


BEHOLD LI LAY IN ZION=—A TRIED STONE; 


Orr preſent meeting is folemn, mournful, and 
humiliating, as it tends to awaken in our minds 
a remembrance of the vanity of man as mortal, 
and that our ſtay upon the earth 1s uncertain, 
and of ſhort continuance: on theſe accounts, it 
has been not only an ancient, but a decent 
cuſtom, to bury our dead with great ſeriouſneſs, 
and with tokens of reſpect. 

Our deceaſed brother, whoſe diſſolution has 
this day collected us together, and theſe ſym- 
bola of a funeral ſervice, did not make choice 
of any ſelect portion of Scripture to difcourſe 
on upon ſuch an occaſion ; yet, ſurviving rela- 
tions and friends well remember, how much his 
mind was affected and comforted with that word 
I have now read to you. 


A 3 I mean 


„ 


I mean not to enlarge on the connexion of 
this divine paſſage, the manifeſt deſign of which 
was to reprove the ſcorners of that age, who 
deſpiſed the judgments of God, and had made a 
covenant with death. At the ſame time, to 
ſupport thoſe who were mourners in Zion, it is 
added, Wherefore thus faith the Lord God, 
Behold J lay in Zion for a foundation, a ſtone, a 
tried ſtone, a precious corner ſtone, a ſure founda- 
tion: he that believeth ſhall not make haſte.” 

Theſe words, „ Behold I lay in Zion, a tried 
ſtone,” are a prophecy of Jeſus Chriſt; this is 
ſufficiently evident from their contents, more 
abundantly ſo, from the reference to them in 
the New Teſtament, and that repeatedly. 


In the Holy Scriptures, our Lord is repre- 


{ſented by a great variety of metaphors and 
ſimilitudes: the place under conſideration is an 


example and proof, Behold I lay in Zion, a tried 


ſtone.” Obſerve, 
I. By whom this ſtone was laid. J lay in 
Zion.“ It is the act of Jehovah. The Eternal 


Father, is the immediate agent. Behold my 


ſervant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom 
wy foul delighteth; I will put my ſpirit upon 
Him, he ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gen- 
tiles.” In the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, it is 
thus ſtated, © Gad fo loved the world, that he 


gave his only begotten Son. He hath ſet forth 
| his 
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his Son to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood.” The conſtitution of the perfon of 
Chriſt to be a mediator between God and man, 
whereby he became © Immanuel, God with us,” 
to make reconciliation, and open a way of ac- 
ceſs, to the diſhonoured and offended Lord of 
all, for the guilty that had ruined themſelves, 
and were ready to periſh, that they might ob- 
tain forgiveneſs, and eternal life; this is the 
ſum of our chriſtian faith and hope; it is the 
wWiſdom of God in a myſtery ; the meaning of 
ancient types and facrifices, under antecedent 
diſpenſations. The perſon and medration of 
Jelus Chriſt, explain and fulfil what was intend- 
cd by them. Of this the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
is an abundant confirmation. 5 
We live, indeed, in an age wherein many 
ſeem to grow weary of Chriſtianity, and to ſeck 
a retuge trom their fears and their perils, by la- 
bouring to cxterminate it. But how dreadtul 
the experiment if it do not ſucceed ! And what 
divine and glorious evidence has the world had, 
that the goſpel is not a cunningly deviſed fable, 
but that it reſis upon a foundation that cannot 
be thaken * Infidels in every age, and in every 
form, have tried all their zeal and ſkill, and 
hoſtility againſt this great and good cauſe, which 
has produced no other effect than an increafe of 
evidence for the confirmation of the Goſpel. 
| A 4 Let 
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Let us often and devoutly conſider the hand 
that has laid this ſtone, the wiſdom and power 
of his work, the bleſſedneſs of his deſign, how 
great is our intereſt in it, and what a long 
train of witneſſes we have for the proof of its 
ſtability. This is not meant as a ſeries of rea- 
ſoning, but to ſtir up your minds by way of 
remembrance. - Let us conſider, 

IT. Where this work is done. Not among 
apoſtate angels. They are reſerved in chains of 
darkneſs, without recovery, without redemp- 
tion. Neither is this done for the whole world 
of mankind : not for all men. Many,” indeed, 
* are called, but few are choſen.” So the Holy 
Scriptures teach us, and the world in general, 
through every generation, is in a ſtate of dark- 
neſs and ruin. 

This ftone 1s laid in Zion, in the church : for 
that is the name of God's peculiar people, by 
which they were deſcribed in former times. The 
church may be divided into viſible, and real. 
Many appear to belong to the communion of 


ſaints, who continue notwithſtanding to be 


children of the wicked one, the ſervants of ſin 
and Satan; in the great rewarding day, theſe 
will be ſeparated and caſt out. The Lord knows 
them who are his, their names are in the book 
of life, they belong to the election of grace, are 
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, and are 
under 


CSI. 

under the governing influence of the Holy 
Spirit. Thele are a peculiar pcople, gathered 
out of all nations, united to, and under one 
living Head and Saviour, which though com- 
paratively a httle flock, yet which no man can 
number, that ſhall form one general aſſembly, 
and become one glorified church. 

In the mean while, it is not to be forgotten, 
that the true church of Jeſus Chriſt is a ſeparate 
intereſt from the world, although it is gathered 
out of it, and trained up for another and a future 
ſtate. All who are made citizens of Zion, arc 
taken out of the kingdom of Satan. For ſo it 15 
written, they are © turned from the power of 
Satan unto God.” Theſe two intereſts are in 
oppoſition, they counteract each other, whilſt it 
is to be remembered, the followers of the great 
Redeemer are diſcouraged and enfeebled by re- 
maining darkneſs and depravity, whilſt. they 
dwell in mortal bodies; hence it is the enemy 
gains ſo many advantages againſt them: how- 
ever, the cauſe of true religion is the cauſe of 
Chriſt, and ſhall finally prevail and triumph over 
all oppoſition of every kind. Fear not, little 
flock, it is your Father's good pleaſure to give 
you the kingdom.” 

Chriſtian profeſſor, let this he the frequent 
topic of your devout meditations, what God has 
done for his church, what proviſion he has 
9 0 what ſtores of bleſſing he has laid up to 


individuals 
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individuals by the way, and what an inheritance 
they have in proſpect, in reſerve, one that is 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. 

Proceed we now to conſider, 

III. The foundation on which this building 
is laid, —a ſtone. Nothing in nature is an em- 
blem, ſufficient of itſelf alone, to ſet forth in all 
reſpects the character and office of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Neither the heavens, nor the 
earth ; neither the inanimate parts of the crea- 
tion, nor living creatures in this lower world can 
completely do this. For which reaſon, a variety 
of viſible objects are called upon to repreſent 
him in whom, as a late great writer expreſſes 
it, „all created and uncreated excellencies 
meet.” 

A ſtone is an apt ſimilitude of him, who bears 
up the whole weight or intereſt of the redeemed 
world. Strength, ſtability, and durableneſs are 
expreſſed by this figure. In the Epiſtle of Peter, 
we read of © a living ſtone,” elſewhere of 
living bread,” and of a living way ;” theſe 
are to denote the excellency of them. There 
is great energy, and propriety too, - in this mode 
of expreſſion, when theſe qualities are taken into 
the account. | 

This ſpiritual building, the houſe of God, 
muſt have a foundation. 'This was laid in the 
divine purpoſe, ere the aſpectable heavens were 

| ſtretched 
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ſtretched out; or, as one expreſſes himſelf, ere 
the wheels of time were put in motion. The 
rearing of this vaſt fabric has been going on, 
through many generations, ever ſince the fall 
of the firſt man, to the preſent day ; but the 
foundation was laid before the beginning of 
time. Epheſ. i. 4. According as he has 
choſen us in him, before the foundation of the 

world, that we ſhould be holy and without 
blame before him in love.” The means of raiſ- 
ing this living temple have been various, but 
that which bears it up, that on which it reſts, 
is one, it is this ſure foundation. Amidit all 
the viciſſitudes of time, the changes of life, the 
multiplied temptations and afflictions that be- 
lievers are excrciſed with, the importance and 
arduouſneſs of the conflict in which they are 
engaged, oh! how needful is it they have 
that to reſt on which can aſſuredly bear them 
up ! | | 

I might remark further how this building is 
founded on the covenant of grace, of which Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the Mediator. This is a never- 
failing eſtabliſhment, what Holy Writ opens to 
us, as the plan by which a faithful and all-ſut- 
ficient God, carries the deſigns of his grace, in- 
to their full accompliſhment ; but here I ſhall 
not enlarge. 


I go 
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I go on to the diſtinguiſhing quality of this 
ſtone : the apoſtle Peter calls it “ elect, pre- 
cious.“ In the text, a tried ſtone; a ſtone of 
trial. Heb. ja JAN, a ſtone, a foundation, 
that has been put to the trial. It has been fo 
for many ages, and in various FOO It has 
on ſo, 

I. By Him that appointed this living ſtone to 
its office. Jeſus Chriſt was put to the trial, by 
being called and appointed to a work, no one 
was equal to but himſelf, none but Immanuel, 
God manifeſt in the fleſh.” —Zech. xiii. 7. 
% Awake, O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, and 
againſt the man that is my fellow, faith the Lord 
of Hoſts : ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall 
be ſcattered.” Without many citations from the 
Scriptures, theſe may be ſufficient, Heb. i. 3. 
* Who being the brightneſs of his glory, and 
the expreſs ings of his perſon, and uphold- 
ing all things by the word of his power, when 
he had purged our fins, fat down on the right 
hand of the majeſty on high.” In the next chap- 
ter, For it became him for whom are all things, 
and by whom are all things, to make the captain 
of their falvation perfect through ſufferings.” 
Our help was laid on one who is mighty to fave; 
"one who is the head of the body, the church; 
one that could anſwer the demands of the broken 


a. law, as a ſubſtitute, in the place 6f the guilty ; 
N I could 
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could pay the ranſom for them that were fold: 
under fin, exprefled in deciſive terms, 2 Cor. v. 
21. For he made him to be ſin for us, who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righte- 
ouſneſs of God in him.” Thus the Jewith ritual, 
the law of ſacrifices, the bleeding victims, in the 
 worthip, performed by types and facrifices, all 
was fulfilled on the croſs of Chriſt. No pardon, 
no reconciliation, no obtaining eternal life, with- 
out an atonement, when the Lord Jeſus laid 
down his life as the price of our redemption ; 
which was the condition of the new covenant, 
on which the everlaſting bleſſings of it were 
ſuſpended, and by which they were procured. 

The reſtoration of creatures, ſunk into ſin and 
ruin, by the mediation of the Son of God, 
through his incarnation, and obedience to the 
death of the croſs, is ſuch a teſtimony, ſuch an 
effect of the love of God, and the manifold riches 
of his grace, as demand our firmeſt belicf, and 
our moſt animated devotion and praiſe. On this 
ground there is ſafe ſtanding; our cauſe was 
committed to one, who could not fail, becauſe 
« he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt.” 

2. The firmneſs of this foundation has been 
tried by enemies ; it has been tried by apoſtate 
angels, that kept not their firſt eſtate. An ex- 
ample we have in our Lord's temptation, when 
he encountered with that great adverſary the 

devil, 
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devil, and in ſuch a manner triumphed over 
him, who had the power of death. Then Chriſt's 
power and wiſdom, and faithfulneſs, were put to 
the trial—when all the powers of darkneſs could 
not deceive him, or diſcourage him. By this 
means he was the more qualified, in his human 
nature, by way of ſympathy and experience, to 
take care of his aftlicted members: In that he 
hath ſuffered, being tempted, he is able to ſuc- 
cour them who are tempted.” | | 

Again, the ſtability of this rock is tried by 
them, to whom ** he 1s a ſtone of ſtumbling, and 
a rock of offence.” And 1s not the preſent an 
age of great degeneracy, when ſo many are bold 
and open in the cauſe of infidelity * What num- 
bers plead for Baal, and for the groſſeſt errors? 
Beſides the multitude of the prophane, the igno- 
rant, the ſenſual, and the lovers of this world ? 
What muſt be the condition of ſuch, when 
judged by a deſpiſed Saviour? 

3. This is the ſtone of Ifrael, that has been 
tried by all them that believe. They unite here 
with one voice, however they diſſent in matters 
of doubtful diſputation. They are one in their 
profeſſion here, in their experience, in their at- 
fectionate and thankful acknowledgments. It is 
with pleaſure they dwell upon this ſubject ; the 
mediator between God and man, to take up the 
metaphor in the text, is a tried ſtone.” So it 

was 
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was exemplified, when he ** bore our griets, and 
carried our ſorrows ;” when Jehovah “ cauſed 
to meet on him the iniquities of us all, to make 
reconciliation ;” then he was ** a tried ſtone, a 
ſure foundation.” He was tried from his birth to 
his death, in his ſpotleſs life, and holy doctrine ; 
in his miracles, which proved his divinity ; and 
his miſſion, in the perfection of his obedience ; 
in going through the ſccne of his laſt ſufferings 
| on the croſs; when the Father hid his face; 
when devils had leave to exerciſe their fierceſt 
oppoſition ; when wicked men gave vent to all 
their zage and rancour; and nature ſeemed to 


: be convullſed—then He, who gave his life a 
ranſom, and made peace, could ſay, It is 
finiſhed. 

A divine teſtimony was given to all this, when 
1 our Lord, according to prophecy, aroſe from the 


dead, and, amidit an innumerable company of 
angels, aſcended into heaven, where he 1s exalted 
at the Father's right hand ; and, as the effect of 
| his interceſſion, the ſpirit of promiſe was ſent 
down, in an extraordinary manner, on the day 
of Pentecoſt, to turnith men with miraculous 
gifts, and to add a great number of ſeals to the 
truth of the goſpel that was preached, in the con- 

verſion of many. 5h 
And what a cloud of witneſſes will there be at 
laſt, to bring in their aſcriptions and thankful 
acknow- 
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acknowledgments to this tried ſtone, whom they 
have truſted, and were not aſhamed of their 
hope? Then © the head-ſtone of the building 
will be brought forth with ſhouting, crying, 
Grace, Grace, unto it.” They who had been 
weak in faith, and had many trembling fears, as 
well as thoſe who had attained to great boldneſs 
in the faith, will join in one ſong. To this Jeſus 
we have fled, in the time of our temptations in 
the wilderneſs ; when we have been ready to be 
overwhelmed with a ſenſe of fin, the power of 
the enemy has been great and prevailing, and 
conſolations, as to our ſenſible perception of 
them, have run very low ; when we ſtruggled 
hard with- unbelieving doubts, then we have, 
though in a feeble manner, lifted up the eye 


of hope, the voice of prayer, to this Jeſus, who 


has been the rock of our refuge, and our ſure 
foundation.” 

In the mean time, let us call to mind how 
this once humbled, but now exalted Saviour, 


will come again to complete the redemption of 


his people, from all the diſhonours of the grave, 
and raiſe their mortal bodies from the duſt of 
death, and put them in poſſeſſion of a bleſſed- 


neſs, every way perfect and entire, wanting no- 


thing. 


What think you then wilt be the condition. 


and conſternation of his enemies? What plea 
can 
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E 
can be offered for their unbelief in that day ? 
All their reproaches caſt upon the blefled Sa- 
viour will be rolled away, and the vain conki- 
dence of infidel philoſophers. will cover them 
with ſhame and confuſion. How alarming are 
theſe words, Behold he cometh with cibuds, 
and every eye ſhall ſee him, and they allo which 
pierced him, and all kindreds of the earth ſhall 
wail becauſe of him.” 
IJ cloſe with a few reflections. 

Funeral Sermons are of no ſervice to the dead, 
but for the benefit of the living; to awaken 
them who are aſleep in their ſins, and to promote 
the ſpirituality, vigilance, and uſefulneſs of real 
Chriſtians: * K Pe 

It is uſual, on theſe occaſions, to take ſome 
notice of the deceaſed; eſpecially if they have 
been chriſtian profeſſors; the more ſo, if they 
have been eminent in that character ; moſt of all, 
if they have been miniſters of the goſpel, and 
held a public ſtation in the church of Chriſt. 
This brings to remembrance what 1s reported of 
that great divine, the Reverend John Howe, who 
ſaid, when his change drew near, © I am wait- 
ing for ſalvation, not as a profitable ſervant, but 
as a pardoned ſinner.” This applies, with great 
propriety, to every dying believer. A lively hope 
on. this foundation, is a very deſirable attain- 
ment. | 1911360 He. 
B Our 
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Our brother deceaſed, the Reverend Dr. Jonx 
STA! FORD, Was highly favoured in his laſt ill» 
neſs, which continued through ſeveral months. 
He enjoyed a degree of ſerenity, peace, and con- 
ſolation, that was very obſervable and delightful 
to his family, and his chriſtian friends; and 
there did not appear to be any ſenfible interrup- 
tion or abatement thereof, during the whole 
time of his long and painful affliction, which 
brought him to his grave. And what was no 
fmall' ſatisfaction to himſelf, as well as to others, 
declaring, that he died in the faith and comfort 
of that goſpel, which he. had prexched unto 
others. = 

Having an mterview once or twice, with a, 
much eſteemed brother of the church, at the be- 
ginning of his illneſs, which held for ſeveral 
months, he turned the converſation into a ſpi- 
ritual ſtrain, converſed about heavenly things 
with ſuch affection and delight, with ſuch eleva- 
tion of frame and temper, as intimated to his 
friend he was not to be long for this world. - His 
hopes wers ſo lively, his conſolations appeared 
to be ſo ſedate, evangelical, and fixed on Jeſus 
Chriſt, as to him a tried ſtone, that other af- 
fairs were Iwallowed up in eſe my enJoy- 
ments. 4. 17 . 

It would be Vlätkino t to gudes his ttpreſ 
ions, but ſuch as abox e repreſented was evidently 
WY 8 the 
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the ſtate of his mind during the gradual ap- 
proaches of death, when, in the proſpect of diſ- 
ſolution, he was favoured with ſuch prepoſſeſ- 
live views of the glory that ſhall be revealed. 

I ſympathize with the mourning and ſurviv- 
ing widow, and with the children of our de- 
parted brother, on this occaſion, which cannot 
but be affecting; but, I truſt, each will be ſup- 
ported with divine help from the God of all 
comfort. You cannot but remember the plea- 
ſure he took in his family, and how much he 
{tudied to promote its immortal intereſts. This 
Providence ſpeaks to every dear relative, ſaying, 
Be diligent to follow them who through faith 
and patience now inherit the promiſes. 

This Providence pathetically addreſſes this 
widowed church. The paſtor is gone, but the 
flock remains yet in the wilderneſs. My chriſ- 
tian brethren, you cannot forget, how he walk 
ed among you; how he laboured for you, and 


watched for your ſouls. What pieaſure he took 


in his work, with what affection, and at the 
ſame time, with a diſcerning judgment, he di- 
vided the word of truth, kbar with firmneſs de- 
tended the important doctrines of Scripture in a 
day when they have been depreciated, and 
treated with reproach. I truſt that you will 
be Feen ſtedfaſt in the faith, be directed by 
B 2 the 
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the head of the church, whenever you aſſem- 


ble together, to act in love, in wiſdom, with in- 
fegrity, and the ſpirit of Chriſt, in all your con- 
fultations and decifions. As a church you have 
been exemplary for your attachment to your be- 
loved paſtor. May the goſpel he has miniftered 
continue to live and proſper in your profeſſion, 
and in your lives. And may the God of all 
grace, who has in ſuch a manner provided for 
this chriſtian community, in former inſtances, 
fettle you again under an able and ſucceſsful 
miniſter of I, eſus Chriſt. 

My hearty with for you is, that you may 
continue to approve yourſelves as a church of 
Chriſt by purity of doctrine, holineſs of conver- 
ſation, and ſteady attachment to the order of 
Chriſt's houſe, Every age ts a time of trial, and 
nothing can enable us to abide the trial but be- 
ing built on this tried ftone, the rock of falya- 
tion. Your paſtor, who has finiſhed his courſe, 
was an example to you for zeal and ſtability ; 
he was alſo a pattern of diligence in his calling; 
in his ſtudies he devoted himſelf to his proper 
buſineſs, as a chriſtian divine, in ſearching the 
Scriptures ; and how much he profited therein 
his diſcourfes on the 7th chapter to the Romans, 
will be a laſting monument, in the hands of ſe- 
rious and Judicious Wer 3, 


The 
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The removal of miniſters of the goſpel from 
the preſent ſtate, who have filled up uſeful ſta- 
tions, is no inconſiderable loſs, and it is awaken- 
ing to thoſe that remain, 

At the ſame time it 1s no ſmall encourage- 
ment to ſee young ones riſing up, to ſupply the 
coming age, with an evangelical miniſtry. May 
they do worthily in their day, and obtain mercy 
to be found faithful! 

The event to be improved on 4 preſent oc- 
caſion, ſays to all of us, Be ye allo ready.” This 
is the buſineſs and comfort of life. And oh! 
how defirable, when we have finiſhed our war— 
fare upon earth, to be gathered to our fathers, 
into the abodes of the bleſſed, and join with 
them who are ſinging the new ſong of the 
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Many Friends of the Deceaſed having requeſted 
that ſome Memoirs of his Life might be an- 
nexed to the Funeral Diſcourſe, the following 
brief account is pr efented Jon their infor- 

| mation. 


DR. STAFFORD was born in Auguſt, 
1728, of parents whoſe anceſtors, for many ge- 
nerations, were remarkable for zeal in ſupport- 
ing the great truths of the Goſpel ; and who 
were themſelves zealouſly concerned in handing 
to their poſterity the pure doctrines tranſmitted 
to them. He therefore received, among other 
early bleſſings religious example and educa- 
tion; and one eſſential part of the latter was—a 
careful inſtruction in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, 
which his father, for many years, every Lord's 
Day, affectionately preſſed on his attention, 


urging the practice of piety with energy on his 
conſcience. 


Theſe, under God's bleſſing, produced early 
and deep convictions of fin, under which he la- 
boured for many years—and the impreſſions of 
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which remained, in a meaſure, through lifes 
Often has he faid, © My ſoul has them till in 
remembrance ;” and to them may be attributed 
the very humiliating: expreſſions, for which his 
Public Prayers were much remarked. 

When,-at length, he became experimentally 
acquainted with ſalvation by free grace, a new 
world opened to his view, at which he wondered, 
and with which he was delighted ; and thence- 
forward a defire of communicating the great 
fubject to others, became the ruling object of 
his whole ſoul. 

Some peculiar providences, which took place 
ſoon after, not only appeared to call him to de- 
vote himſelf to the miniſterial work, but alſo 
opened a door for his gaining further increaſe of 
learning ſuited thereto; he therefore left the 
buſineſs in which he was engaged, and entered 
the academy at Northampton, under the care of 

the Rev. Dr, Doddridge, where he continued 
two years, until the doctor's death. He then 
removed to the academy at Plaſterer's Hall, 
Addle-ſtreet, London, under Dr. Marryat; and 
after his deceaſe, to Mile End, under Dr. Conder, 
with whom he finiſhed the remainder of his ſeven 
years' ſtudies, and for whom he ever en the 
moſt affectionate regard. 

Agreeably to the cuſtom of Independent Dif: 
dn churches who require that a perſon 
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propoſed for church-fellowſhip, ſhould give in 
an account of his faith and experience, ſigned 
by himſelf, Dr. Stafford (when admitted a mem- 
her) gave in his; and as it ſpeaks fully of his 
firſt experiences in the divine life, it is preſented 
to the reader in his own words, which it has been 
thought might he more acceptable to many 
than a relation of them. 


To the Church of Chriſt, under, the paſtoral Care 
of the Reo. Dr. Guyle. 


PEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 

* ACCORDING to your uſual cuſtom, F 
beg leave to lay before you a few particulars, 
© relative to what God has done for my ſoul. 

* It pleaſed God to favour me with that 
great bleſſing, a religious education; by which 
% means I became early acquainted with divine 
© things, and was in ſome meaſure impreſſed 
* thereby, even from my infancy ; and, during 
* my childhood, my conſcience was kept tender, 
„by the many ſolemn inſtructions. I received 
* from my father, but I had upon my mind a 
© continual dread, leſt, after all ' theſe ad- 
vantages, I ſhould be turned into hell, with 
« all the nations that forget God; and, if ever 
«I n any hope of heaven, I was, ſoon 

| (6 diſcouraged, 
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*5 ciſcouraged with ſuch texts as theſe, * Straight 
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is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
“ But notwithſtanding theſe carly impreſ- 
ſions, upon my going into the world, I loſt all 
ſenſe of religion for ſome time; but convic- 
tions being again revived, I determined to ſet 
about every part of known duty, hoping, that 
if I could not arrive at heaven, I might ob- 
tain a place of leſs torment in hell. Thus I 


* went on for ſome years, labouring for peace 


of conſcience, but could not attain it. When 
I betook myſelf to my duties for relief, I ſoon 
ſaw that they were an abomination to the 
Lord. Then I applied to Mr. Allen's co- 
venant, which I tranſcribed and often re- 
newed with tears, to thew (as I thought) the 
ſincerity of my repentance of the fins of the 
paſt week. But O, how faint were my pro- 
miſes, and how ſhort-lived were my ſtrongeſt 
reſolutions | Then my thoughts were turned 
upon ſelf- examination, as the only means for 
the mortification of ſin. But the more I ex- 


*© amined mylelt, the more I diſcovered my own 
yileneſs, and the more I ſaw of fin, the more 
I deſpaired of ever obtaining pardon, ſo that 
I began to give up all hope; but that which 
again encouraged me in my purſuit, was the 

*© doctrine 
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# doctrine I fat under, by which T was fre- 
* quently told, that every man ne convert 
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himſelf if he would. 

After J had thus wearied myſelf in ſeking 
falvation by the works of the law, and peace 
of conſcience from 'my own performances, it 
pleaſed God to convince me, that although I 
had read many books, I had too little con- 
verſed with the Bible; upon which conviction 
I determined to read five or ſix chapters every 
day, but do not remember any thing remark- 
able during this courſe, till JI came to Ro- 
mans ix. and xi.— For the children being 
not yet born, neither. having done any good 
or evil that the purpoſe of God, according to 
election might ſtand, not of works, but of 
him that calleth. Upon reading theſe words 
I was aſtoniſhed, and cried out, if this doc- 
trine of election be true, I am loſt for ever! 
None can be ſaved but the elect, and ſurely i 
am not of that number, for I have all my life 
denied and oppoſed the very doctrine itſelf; 
there is now no room for prayer; I am beyond 
the reach of hope. I have been kept from all 


open and groſs ſins, but I am a. ſecret hypo- 


erite. My parents and friends are all de- 
ceived in me; I am loft, and ſhall be damned 
to all eternity ! In this diſtreſs, I remained 
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* near four months, crying out, The harveſt 
is paſt, the ſummer is ended, and I am not 
ſaved !” 
Before this time I had obtained „ending o & of 
the gift of prayer, but now I thought the Lord 
** was departed from me, not being able to ſay 
any thing more, than God be merciful to mea 
{inner !' In this ſeaſon, I have often retired to 
read over the third chapter of Job, and in the 
bitterneſs of my ſoul have often complained; 
Why is light given to him that is in miſery, 
and life to the bitter in foul ? For my fighing 
| ** cometh before I eat, and my forrow 1 is poured 
6 out like water.” | 

, „This was a ſeaſon of great diſtreſs to me, in 
* which I was frequently tempted to lay afide 
ff all thoughts of religion, ſince there was no 
peace to be enjoyed in this world, and na 
hope as to a better; and with this temptation 
„ determined to comply; but God, who is 
„rich in mercy, as I was riſing from prayer, ſet 
“% home upon my mind thoſe words of Nehe- 
„ miah, Shall ſuch a man as I fleece? — Shall I, 
* whom every one of my acquaintance take to 
be a Chriſtian, (though they are all miſtaken) 
„ ſhall I join thoſe who know nothing of re- 
“ ligion? How ſhall I expoſe the cauſe of God, 
and thus grieve my tender parents! With 
$5 Wes conſiderations I was prevented. But no 
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fooner was this temptation conquered, but 


another was preſented—that I was ſure to go 
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to hell at laſt ; that it was no worſe torment 
than what I felt; that if it was greater, I 


*© ſhould ſoon know the worſt of it; and that 
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if I did ſome time harden myſelt againſt for- 


row, I might bear it as well as s any damned 
fe) 


ſpirit already there. 

After this it pleaſed God to call me by his 
grace, and to make known his Son in me, 
The firſt inſtance of this nature, I well re- 
member, was what paſſed one evening, when, 
after much diſtreſs of foul; and many diſcou- 
ragements about my ſtate, the Lord was 


ff pleaſed ſhine in upon my ſoul, and gave me 
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a glimpſe of the poſſibility of pardon through 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with a tull conviction, 


that I had all this while been ſinning againſt 


“ my own mercies, in that I had never preſented 
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one petition to him, had made no ule of him, 
though with his name I had concluded my 
prayers. Upon this diſcovery, my foul flew 


© to him as its only refuge; and I caſt myſelf 


at his feet, with ſome ſuch language as this, 
Lord Jeſus if I periſh, I will periſh crying to 
thee for mercy ; toolith wretch that I am, that 


I have neglected thee ſo long; I have tried 
all phyſicians, and they are all of no value: 


now I apply to thee, canſt thou, wilt thou 
accept 
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( 99 ) 
accept a wretch, who has poured fo muck 
** contempt upon thee and thy Goſpel ? Thou 
haſt ſaved ſinners, thou canſt ſave me; and 
if thou doſt ſave me, I ſhall live, and if 
not I can but die. Death, eternal death, I 
have delerved ; and if thou wilt not accept of 
me, I will not apply to any other, but will 
ſubmit to thy ſovereignty, and humbly adore 
thy juſtice in my everlaſting deſtruction. — 
Upon this I found my heart in a ſtrange frame 
(which I cannot deſcribe) wondering what 
this could mean, conſcious I was never thus 
| before, ans] hoping that God would not be 
angry with me for my uncommon boldneſs, 
05 598 and reſtleſs importunity. Hereupon I well - 
© remember I was for that evening quite com- 
« poſed, and retained the favour of the name of 
«© Jeſus for ſome days, and was led to converſe 
x: -» *© with the promiſes, by which means Chriſt 
© became more and more precious to me. I 
began to be amazed that I had never received 
comfort from them before this time; all 
© things appeared to me in a new light, great 
*« was the change, as to the thoughts of my 
« heart, and deſires of my ſoul. I had new 
© apprehenſions, new aftections, reſolutions, la- 
„ bours, enjoyments, &c. as I afterwards found 
© by examining myſelf by Dr. Doddridge's ſe- 
* cond and third Sermons on Regeneration, 
* which were made very uſeful to me. 
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© As my knowledge of Chriſt encreaſed, fo 
alſo my regard for him, love to him, and 
communion with him; and I muſt ſay, that 
ſou: of my ſweeteſt ſeaſons of intercourſe with 
him were during the three months of my firſt 
acquaintance with him. | 

„It would be ncedleſs for me to relate the 
various, long, and fore conflicts with which I 
vas exerciſed ſoon after this bright ſcene ; 1 
only intend this as a ſhort ſpecimen of thoſe 
© acts of the foul, which have been diſcovered 
© in embracing the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for ſalva- 
tion; and I ſubmit them to Your ſpiritual 
knowledge and judgment in divine things; 
to which I refer myſelf as to admiſſion into 
your chriſtian ſociety, the prayers of which 
* 1 ſincerely entreat on the behalf of your 


bs highly obliged, but e lervant in the 
50 Lord, 
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SOME of his firſt miniſterial labours were 
at Royſton, and St. Neot's, where he preached 
during ſeyeral months; and on his return to 
London; the Rev. Dr. Guyſe, then paſtor of the 
church in New Broad-ſtreet, being very infirm, 
and his fon the Rev. John Guyle, his aſſiſtant, 
having a weak conſtitution, and declining to 

engage 


E 


engage with his father as co-paſtor, the propoſal 
was made to Dr. Stafford, who, on the 30th of 
March, 1758, accepted the call, and was or- 
dained. | 
He continued paſtor of this church until the 
time of his death, a period of nearly forty-two 
years; and through the whole had the warm 
affections of thoſe over whom he had the over- 
light. And perhaps it is not unworthy of re- 
mark, that the church, meeting in New Broad 
Street, although of ſeventy-three years ſtanding, 
has had only two PA. Dr. Guyſe and Dr. 
Stafford. We 
Soon after lis enter ing on the paſtoral charge, 
eee a ſociety of the younger part of his 
hearers, who met weekly tor converlation on 
experimental ſubjects, difficult paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, and for prayer and praiſe. This meeting 
he punctually attended for many years, and had 
the pleaſing ſatisfaction to ſee a ſpirit of prayer 
and love diffuſed among them. If his young 
friends married, or began buſineſs, he uſed to 
deſire a few of them to meet him with the fa- 
mily, and then ardently commend them to God's 
ſpecial favour and protection; aſſiſting them 
with his advice, recommendation, employment, 
and frequently with his purſe, if that ſeemed 
needful. He had ever a grateful remembrance 
of the encouragement and; afliftance his mini- 
Via, terial 
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terial preparations had received from the Con⸗ 
gregational Fund, and its welfare was always 
near his heart : And feeling warmly intereſted 
for the preſervation of the Chriſtian miniſtry in 
his native land (which is the object of that fund, 
by aiding the means of improvement of a riſing 
miniſtry, and by contributing to the ſupport of 
poor country miniſters, whoſe congregations 
cannot wholly maintain them), he recom- 
mended it with energy from the pulpit, and on 
every other ſuitable occaſion ; and never failed 
to aſſiſt the fund-colletion at his own church 

largely from his own pocket. 
He was bleſſed with a remarkable ſhare of 


health, ſtrength, and ſpirits -was truly laborious 


in his ſtady—conſtant in his public duty—faith- 
ful in doctrine ſerious in exhortation—cloſe in 
his applications to conſcience—and was enabled 
cheerfully and perſeveringly to devote himſelf to 
the honour of his divine maſter—in labours of 
love, which will live long in the memory, and 
affections of many of his people. T 

His publications were—a Funeral Sermon on 
the death of his eldeſt daughter, and a volume 
of 25 Sermons on the whole 7th chapter of the 
Romans, 00 

About June, 1799 be was erde with fre- 
quent ſpaſms in his ſtomach, attended with 
violent pain; and theſe frequently returning, 


greatly 
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greatly interrupted his public labours. His-laſt 
ſermon was - preached October 6th, 1799, and 
the laſt time of his being abroad was to admi- 
niſter the Lord's Supper the 10th November, 
1799; when, in the moſt aftectingly impreſſive 
manner, he ſolemnly, and with many tears, re- 
ſigned himſelf, and people, into the Lord's hand, 
to receive proſperity or aftliction, chaſtening or 
conſolation, lite or death, at his pleaſure; and 
earneſtly prayed, that, if no more permitted to 
meet together on earth, they might all meet 
around the Redeemer's throne in heaven. 

Being aſked, about a month before his deceaſe, 
reſpecting the ſtate of his mind, in the view of 
his departure, he anſwered, I have been fa- 
voured for ſo many years, with an habitual 
readineſs for death, that I never expected to meet 
with much difficulty in it; I find the ſame faith, 
the ſame hope, the ſame truſt, the ſame precious 
promiſes ſupport me—that I have not one trouble 
on my mind, either reſpecting this world, or that 
to Come. 

A few days before his death, he was overheard 
ſaying, So ſhall I be ever, ever, ever, with the 
Lord :” was perfectly ſenſible to the laſt, calm, 
reſigned, waiting for his great change, which 
took place about two o'clock in the afternoon of 
Saturday, the 22d of February, 1800. | 
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On Saturday, the 1ſt of March, his remains 


were depoſited in Bunhillficld's burial-ground in 
the City-road, and were attended numerouſly by 
the members and congregation of the church 
over which he had ſo long preſided : and to them 
and to the multitude of ſpectators who had aſſem- 
bled on the ſolemn occaſion, the Rev. Mr. Jo- 
ſeph Barber, of London, delivered the following 
ſerious 


by: 
Addreſs at the Grave : 


W have now committed to the earth the 
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mortal part of a good man, yea, of a good 
miniſter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. As to his 
immortal pert. that has taken its flight to 
the wor'd: » e-rlaſting day; it is gone to be 


11 gn? 
with Chis. nis far better than being 


here. And as ww 4s body, we commit that 


to the grave, with the cheerful hope of a re- 


© ſurrection to eternal life through Jeſus Chriſt. 
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From a long acquaintance with our deceaſed 


brother, I have eſteemed him as a true be- 


4 lever in the Son of God; a man of real re- 
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ligion, and an able and faithful miniſter of the 
Goſpel. He poſſeſſed an habitual ſeriouſneſs 
of wirt and his general walk and converſa- 

tion 
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tion was becoming the Goſpel he preached 
unto others, What he was as a miniſter, a 
divine, his printed works, eſpecially his ſer- 
mons on the ſeventh chapter of the Epiſtle to 
the Romans, ſufficiently ſhow. Whoever 
reads thoſe diſcourſes with underſtanding and 
attention, muſt acknowledge that the author 
was a man of conſiderable abilities, and great 
judgment, in the things of God; a workman 
that needed not to be aſhamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth. He was a truly evan- 
gelical, ſpiritual, and practical preacher. 
Many of you know, and 1 wiſh others to 
know, that his end was remarkably peaceful, 
His laſt illneſs was lingering, death made its 
advances by flow degrees; and it was ap- 
parent that he ſuffered a vaſt deal of pain in 
his body, but was all aloy: Fry happy in 
his ſoul. Whilſt the ov a decayed, 
the inward man was uay by day. 
I viſited him ſeveral times in his affliction, 
and always found him quite calm, anc re- 
ſigned to the will of God. At my firſt viſit 
he was in his bed, and ſaid, Here I lie, 
waiting to know the pleaſure of my Lord. If 
he has any more work for me to do, I know 
he will raiſe me up again ; but, it not, he will 
take me to himſelf; and this will make way 
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for ſome other perſon, who will be capable of 
doing him active ſervice.” At another time 
he faid, I now leave the Lord to chooſe for 
me, whether it be for life or death. I have 
ſometimes choſen for myſelf, and have made 
a wrong choice; but as to this, J leave it en- 
tirely with him, becauſe I know it is impoſſi- 
ble for him to err. But I muſt ſtop here, 
leſt it ſhould be thought that, I encroach upon 
the-province of my worthy brother, Dr. Fiſher, 
who is appointed to preach the Funeral Ser- 
mon, which he intends doing, God willing, to- 
morrow morning, at the Meeting Houſe, in 
New Broad-ſtreet, where Dr. Stafford has la- 
boured for many years. 

* But now what ſhall we learn at this grave, 
of a good miniſter of Chriſt ? There are many 
leſſons to be learned at the grave, if we are 


duly attentive to the voice of the Lord. But 


I thall only mention two; one 1s the great 
evil of ſin, the other is the happineſs and im- 
portance of being prepared for death. Here 
we have a ſtriking evidence of the dreadful 


evil of fin. This, you know, has brought 


death upon us, and a long train of miſeries: 
By one man ſin entered into the world, and 
death by ſin, and ſo death has paſſed upon all 
men, for that all have ſinned.“ Oh, what 


havock, what deſtruction has death been 
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making in our world! What is become of 
all the generations of men, that have been 
living upon earth, ſince the days of Adam 
down to the preſent living generation ? 'They 
are all dead and gone, with only two excep- 
tions, Enoch and Elijah, whoſe peculiar pri- 
vilege it was to be taken to Heaven without 
dying: Our fathers, where are they? and 
the prophets, do they live for ever ?” Another 
leſſon to be learned at the grave, is the hap- 
pineſs of being prepared for death : this was 
a felicity our departed brother enjoyed. Death 
to him had loſt its ſting, and all its terrors. 
His faith and hope were built upon Chriſt 
the great rock of ſalvation, and he found this 
a ſure foundation to build upon; and expe- 
rienced the truth of that good word of God, 
that Whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not 
be confounded.” How defirable is it, to be 
prepared tor death as hc was, and to leave a 
dying teſtimony for Chriſt and religion ! 
% This Providence ſpeaks aloud to us Mini- 
ſters, to Work while it is called to-day, be- 
cauſe the night cometh wherein no man can 
work.“ Some of us cannot hace long to con- 
tinue here, others may not. But be the time 
longer or ſhorter, we ſhould labour to im— 
prove it for the glory of God, and for the 
good of the ſouls of others, as well as of our 
** OWN 
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% own ſouls. God grant we may be quickened 
* by this diſpenſation ! | 
Does not this Providence ſpeak loudly to 
* the people who attended the miniſtry of our 
© departed brother? You have often heard the 
« word of life and ſalvation from his mouth, 
* and you have often heard him pray for your 
% ſalvation with great ſeriouſneſs and fervency. 
But what have been the fruit and effect of 
* this? Have you been brought to ſerious con- 
** ſideration, and true repentance? Have you 
** ſought the Lord Chriſt, accepted of him for 
ſalvation, and given up yourſelves unto him? 
© Or are you ſtill in a carnal unconverted ſtate, 
* minding the world and the fleſh, and neglect- 
{© ing the great ſalvation of the Goſpel? It fo, I 
- ** pity you, becauſe your condition is very de- 
5 plorable; yet I do not fay it is without hope. 
* No, no; you are ſtill within the ſound of 
* mercy—the calls of mercy; and if your 
hearts are prepared, or diſpoſed to ſeek the 
Lord, I am warranted to tell you it is not 
* too late. But in the language of God's 
*« word I addreſs you; Seek the Lord while 
he may be found, call upon him whilſt he is 
„ near,” 229785 
*« But I am perſuaded, there are thoſe pre- 
* ſent who have received great benefit from the 
% miniſtry of our beloved brother. He has, 
| a perhaps, 
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perhaps, been inſtrumental of your converſion 


to the Lord, or of building you up in your 
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moſt holy faith. Some of you have been 
often refreſhed, quickened, and comforted, 
by the word and ordinances diſpenſed by 
him. You have come to the houſe of God 
dull in your frame, and have gone away 
lively; you have come ſorrowful, and have 
left it rejoicing. Well, give God the glory; 
and follow on to know the Lord, and you 
ſhall know him more and more. 

This Providence ſpeaks to us all, as we are 
mortal, going to the grave, and going to 
eternity. Suppoſe death thould have a com- 
miſſion from the God of Heaven, to ſeize us 
ſoon, Are we ready? We know not the day 
of our departure, but it ſhould be our great 
concern to be prepared for it. If you die 
without an intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, without 


being pardoned through the merit of his 


blood, and without being renewed and ſanc- 
tified by his Holy Spirit, death to you will be 
unſpeakably dreadful ; becauſe it will only be 
an introduction to the ſecond death, which 
is everlaſting and inconceivable miſery; 
whereas, Bleſſed are the dead which die in 
the Lord, they reſt from their labours, and 
their works tollow them.“ If to us to live be 


9 Chriſt, 


( 0 ) 


“ Chriſt, to us to die will be unſpeakable gain. 
O then let me entreat you to mind the things 
* which belong to your everlaſting peace, in 
* this the day of your merciful viſitation ; and 
% may the God of mercy help you to do this! 


Lou all with to die the death of the righte- 


* ous, but in order to that it ſhould be your 
* ſolicitude to be really of that number, that 
“ ſo you may have your lot and portion with 


© them, 


And here JI cannot help taking notice of 
«© the excellency of the Goſpel-ſalvation, that it 
js a falvation for the body, as well as the ſoul. 
* Though death may diflolve the body, and 
* ſend it to the grave, yet there is an happy 
* period drawing on, and which will certainly 
come, when the dead bodies of the ſaints will 
te be raiſed in glory, and be re-united with their 
“ glorified ſpirits; that in their whole perſons 
© they may enjoy conſummate bleſſedneſs in the 
kingdom of glory, and that tor ever.” 


* 


